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New Year’s Around the Globe: By Angeles Juarez 

Every year we hear the same phrase, “New 

Year. New me!” The first of every January marks 

the new beginning of the new year in America. 

The year is filled with possibilities and adventure 

that we cannot wait to face; we set resolutions 

we want to meet in the new year and try to stick 

them (hopefully not abandoning them by Febru-

ary!).  Most of us stay up until 12:00 AM on New 

Year's Eve to see the ball drop in Times Square 

on TV, it gets us excited as we count down from 

ten to zero. Our anticipation is shared with the 

other billions of people around the world, but do they celebrate the same way we do?  

China 

The Chinese New Year is one that we have all probably heard about. This day can occur anytime 

between late January to the third week of February. Many people associate this holiday with the 

dragon; it's seen parading around with lions, representing longevity and wealth. As well as the 

celebrations on the streets, they make loud noises with firecrackers to scare away the bad spirits. 

Who wouldn't want luck for the new year? Families give money to their loved ones, which is gifted 

in red envelopes with the family name and messages written in gold.   

Germany 

One of the biggest New Year’s celebrations in Europe occurs in Berlin, so big that millions of peo-

ple show up annually. Silvester takes place as parties of fireworks and Sekt (German sparkling 

wine) appear. Families like to melt lead into a bucket with water. The pattern that is made by 

lighting a flame under a metal spoon will predict what the year will bring. Do you have a heart or 

ring shape? This signifies an upcoming love or a wedding! 

South Africa 

Here, they're all about out with the old and in with the new. During this holiday, it's quite common 

for furniture to be thrown out of a window and onto the street. This special day is also celebrated 

by a display of fireworks and parties that last all night. Cape Town celebrates with a big festival 

that has many activities.  

New Year’s Day is a chance to start all over. It's a clean slate that can have a great impact on 

your life if you put the work in. The customs we have all vary but are unique in their own dazzling 

way. Feeling nostalgic and reflective of the New Year is a universal feeling. What will you do this 

year?  

Senior Editors 

Sabrina Gleitz 

Camille Duplechain 
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Recycling Contest! by Cat Gibney  

Shoutout to environmental club who has started metal and plastic recycling around the school in November on 

National Recycling Day! To influence other students to use the recycling bins responsibly, members have a plan 

to make a mural out of upcycled bottle caps to capture that Annapolis recycles. The club is planning to hold a 

bottle cap collection competition, with a pizza party prize. Bottle cap collection will be held during first period 

classes from February 3rd to the 21st. All varieties of colors, sizes, and thickness are welcome. Save juice and 

soda caps to support environmental club! 

Candidates for the IB Diploma are required to earn 150 total CAS 

(Creativity, Action, Service) hours by the end of senior year, and partici-

pating in the IB Achieve program is a great way to get closer to that 

goal. IB Achieve is an after-school tutoring program on Wednesdays, 

created to help the children in our community. It is run by IB students 

who want to positively impact the learning of kids at Tyler Heights Ele-

mentary School. The IB students aim to not only help the elementary 

school students with their homework in a fun and enjoyable manner, 

but also to build rela-

tionships within the community. IB senior, Sabrina Gleitz says, “As I’ve 

spent more time with the kids, I’ve developed friendships that make 

me want to come back week after week.” This tutoring program is 

available to 11th and 12th grade 

IB students at Annapolis High 

School. Participating in IB Achieve 

is a great way to earn CAS hours, 

which is a mandatory core com-

ponent of the IB diploma, not to mention it is also a beautiful way to give back to 

our community. 

IB Achieve by Elcy Canales 

CAS Corner: Get Involved! 
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The Historic Australian Bush Fires: by Hannah Kindness 
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Recently, Australia has been under continuing global news coverage due to widespread bush fires. Between the 

news stories and social media gurus, there seems to be so many contradicting statements as to what factors led 

to such a catastrophic natural disaster. While some claim the fires seen are a natural disaster, others think the 

magnitude of fire is typical for the annual dry season. If anything is consistent throughout this historic event 

however, it's miscommunication and lack of reliable information. 

 At a recent press conference, Australian Prime Minister Scott Morison refused to answer questions on the corre-

lation between global warming and the bushfires, whereas environmental scientists claim the increase in bush-

fires is most closely related to climate change. Specifically, the rise in carbon dioxide emissions due to human 

productivity and global temperatures. Bushfires are especially dangerous, as they create more carbon dioxide as 

they burn, causing not only immediate area and ecosystem destruction, but long-term emission determinants as 

well. So far, it's estimated that the recent fires have produced half of Australia’s estimated annual carbon emis-

sions.  

The fires have resulted in more than two dozen deaths, countless acres and homes destroyed, and the death of 

hundreds of thousands of animals. Being only the beginning of the dry season, these bushfires are likely to cause 

even more trouble for the wildlife population, buildings, and the great barrier reef as the year progresses.  

So what can United States citizens and IB world students do to help? The first step to an effective solution is ex-

tensive research and a solid base of information. Disregard and downplay false or unverified information, and 

take into account the constant increase in statistical data. Second, donations to verified global charities will ex-

ponentially supplement the financial setbacks Australia will face. 

Finally, and most importantly, we can all as humans put in effort to reduce our carbon footprints. Donate to 

trusted charities that have been historically proven to help the environment to help fight back against the ever-

growing carbon emissions. Another effective method that every United States citizen can partake in is to vote. 

Australia passed a temporary coal tax two years prior but has since been repealed. If you want to make a differ-

ence, reach out to your local, regional, and global communities to do your part in saving the environment.  



P A G E  4  

 IB Artists of the Month: Arnold Beck & Robert Dews by Camille Duplechain 

The IB requirement to take a Subject 6 of the students choosing, allows for a customizable curricu-

lum where students can express their strengths and interests. Arnold Beck is a junior enrolled in IB 

Art as his Subject 6. Beck chose to take IB Visual Art to pursue his interests in animation and con-

cept art. Beck says that IB art has, “the perfect amount of freedom and limitations.” Robert Dews, a 

senior enrolled in IB Art, agrees saying he chose to take the class to push his creative limits. Dews 

says IB Art is dif-

ferent from other 

art classes as it 

requires, “deeper, 

more emotional 

meanings to art-

works”. Currently, 

there is only one 

period of IB Art 

with both 11th and 

12th graders, so 

there is plenty of 

opportunity to gain 

inspiration from 

peers. The class 

covers a variety of 

projects, Beck pre-

fers concept art 

where, “designs 

have evolved over 

time.” Dews thrives creating digital art and animation which he enjoys because of the, “accessibility 

and the ability to adapt.” While there are various open-ended projects where students flex their crea-

tive muscles, the IB Art curriculum also challenges students. Students are required to complete thor-

ough art analysis and create a detailed comparative study while delving into art history. This can be 

challenging in addition to IB’s rigorous course but with the class, it also acts as, “a creative outlet, 

where creation flows in a less stressful manner,” says Dews. Becks day the class gives you the tools 

to, “get more in touch with your artistic and creative side.” 
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Athlete of the Month: Anna King by Sabrina Gleitz 

Anna King is a senior in the IB Programme and while she is an ac-
tive member of One Love Club, National Honor Society, and Key 
Club, Anna also plays three varsity sports. In the fall, you could 
find her on the volleyball court as a setter and captain. She took 
up the sport of volleyball in 9th grade and has been playing for 
the past four years. 

In the winter, Anna plays basketball, a sport she has played since 
4th grade. As number 30 on the court, she leads the team as cap-
tain. An exciting accomplishment this year for the Annapolis High 
School Basketball team and Anna was their win against Broadneck 
this January. Anna also uses basketball as a way to give back to 
the community. On Martin Luther King Day, she helped with an 
Annapolis initiative for youth basketball players. 

In the spring, Anna will 
play on the Varsity La-
crosse team, a team 
she played on for the 

past three years. Anna started playing the sport about eight 
years ago and has participated in travel lacrosse teams for 
years. 

Anna is also a strong student. Her favorite classes include Theo-
ry of Knowledge and IB Biology. She takes French for her Lan-
guage B and Business Management for her Subject 6. With her 
dedication to academics as well as sports, Anna consistently 
uses her time wisely.  Starting in freshman and sophomore 
year, she was able to develop the time management skills that 
worked best for her. Now, with the rigorous coursework that 
comes with the IB Programme, she has the tools to be success-
ful with dealing with the stress and demands of the course.   
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Spotlight on MYP: Helen Ellenbogen by Alex Marek  

This month’s MYP IB Student Spotlight is on Hannah Ellenbogen. Hannah is a sopho-

more and a devoted member of Key Club and Italian Cultural Club. Hannah’s Personal 

Project involved making and selling handmade friendship bracelets in order to raise 

money for elephant conservation. Hannah learned to make friendship bracelets at sum-

mer camp when she was in elementary school and it has been a hobby of hers ever 

since. Hannah thought of her idea in her ninth grade English class during a bracket activ-

ity to help students narrow down options for their IB projects. Over the summer, she 

learned how to make new designs, set up an Etsy shop, and advertised her business to 

her friends and family. Hannah believes it is important we all do our best to help endan-

gered species and the environment in any way we can: big or small. Hannah was able to raise upwards of $50 for 

elephant conservation and she is still earning more and more with every bracelet sold. She wants all the ninth 

graders to know that as long as they pick a topic, they are passionate about and stay on schedule, you should not 

stress too much on the IB Personal Project.  

Get Involved: MESA CLUB By: Avery Goodwin 

MESA, also called TSA club, is sponsored by Mr. Latchaw, and is hosted on Tuesdays for both blocks of Panther 

Hour in room 154. It is led by Michael Pineda, Claire Paalman, and Robby Dews who oversee the scheduling of 

competitions. The club has two names because MESA has taken place at Annapolis High School for five years while 

TSA was taken place for three. TSA is an acronym for Technology Student Association and it is a national organiza-

tion, while MESA stands for mathematics, engineering, science, and achievement. Both organizations focus on 

technology and young adult leadership. 

Using a robot built by the team itself, the members of the club code actions into the robot, and these actions have 

the robot perform certain tasks. Since the club is completely led by student the it is a great foundation to build 

leadership skills. TSA hosts many different competitions for programming and technological design making the 

MESA club a great fit for students who want to learn to, or who enjoy writing code and designing games.  



 

Navigating the IB Diploma Program  

by Mete Gorgulu and Joey Loiacono and Cat Gibney 

       IB Analysis Investigation Research (IBAIR) 

IBAIR is a required class for one semester per year in the diploma program to assist students with their 

extended essay, internal assessments and CAS workload. Our newest IBAIR teacher, Mr. Dziedzic, 

comments that “the most important skill for students to practice and master in IBAIR is how to work 

independently and manage their time on long-term projects. In IBAIR students have the opportunity 

to practice being responsible for creative and independent work.”  

Other skills that are taught and practiced are how to make citations, research for credible sources, and 

focus on one task at a time. IBAIR is valuable to the IB diploma program because it allows for time in 

school to do work for other classes and long-term projects such as the extended essay, and it teaches 

college level research skills. 

According to Mr. Dziedzic, “The most important skill for students to practice and master in IBAIR is 

how to work independently and manage their time on long-term projects.  Oftentimes, students feel 

like they have so much more free time in college than they did in high school. In reality, what you have 

is more independence and more responsibility. In many college courses, it is common to be assigned a 

term paper or research project due at the end of the term. Procrastinating or failing to work consist-

ently over time results in a very stressful end of term. In IBAIR students have the opportunity to prac-

tice being responsible for creative and independent work.” 

 

 



 

 

Emma Horning has been in scouting for most of her life. She began 

as a Girl Scout 11 years ago, and has since joined 3 more troops and 

two more scouting organizations; Venturing, which is a co-ed organ-

ization that focuses on self-development, the Boy Scouts of Ameri-

ca, and a travel troop, in which she fundraises for adventures 

around the world.  

However, this article is focusing on Emma’s Girl Scout Gold Award. 

This service award is the highest award a Girl Scout can achieve. It is 

earned during high school, through a sustainable service project 

that took at least 80 hours to create. Emma’s project was the Great 

Outdoors Club. While the project was a valuable experience, it was 

not easy.  

It began towards the end of her sophomore year, when she turned in her proposal to be approved by the 

Girl Scout Council of Central Maryland. The approval process is supposed to be concluded in a month, but 

Emma’s was hindered by lost items and a lack of replies. Eventually, Emma went to the council in person 

to get her project approved, 6 months after the initial submission.  

Emma’s project has had a two-fold impact on Annapolis High School. The first is the club itself. She creat-

ed a place, during school hours, for students to escape from stress. Students get to go outside and experi-

ence nature and soak up the sun. In addition to getting students outside, this club aims to teach students 

about nature and sustainability. This benefit is on-going. The second benefit her club brought to the com-

munity is the Anna trail clean-up project it led at the end of last school year. This project attracted stu-

dents and community members, including Senator Elfrith. 

Her Gold Award project also had an impact on Emma. It improved her time management and leadership 

skills, as she had to work with several organizations and dozens of people to bring her dream to fruition.   

Lessons learned in the International Baccalaureate program and Scouting helped Emma in both organiza-

tions. IB impresses leadership in the community, which encouraged Emma to pursue leadership positions 

in local scouting councils. Public speaking required by these positions aided Emma in giving presentations, 

like the Theory of Knowledge presentation, and the Further Oral Commentary.  

A combination of scouting and the IB program has defined Emma as the person she is. While IB made her 

curious and open-minded, scouting made her passionate for service and to get involved in the world 

around her.  

If you would like to participate in the Great Outdoors Club, it meets every other Thursday in maroon 

block in room 214. 

 Focus on Service: Emma Horning by Madeline Vieson   
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         Frostburg University 

Frostburg State University, or FSU, is a small Public University in Frostburg, Maryland with 5,396 students. Originally 

founded in 1898 by Maryland Senator, John Leake, The Frostburg campus is in Western Maryland and is very close to 

Deep Creek Lake State Parks.  Outdoor enthusiasts have access to camping, boating, swimming, hiking, and skiing. From 

its location in the mountains of Allegany County, Frostburg is within two hours of Baltimore, Washington, D.C., and 

Pittsburgh. 

FSU offers 47 Undergraduate Majors, 16 Graduate Programs, and an educational leadership doctorate. The three col-

leges at FSU are the College of 

Business, College of Education, and 

College of Liberal Arts and Scienc-

es. As of this year, FSU is an NCAA 

Division II school. Prior to this, it 

was an NCAA Division III school. 

Frostburg students can also take 

advantage of many exciting oppor-

tunities for study abroad:  learning 

about Ecuador’s indigenous peo-

ple, interning in a school in Den-

mark, touring a factory in China, 

living and learning in Ireland, Aus-

tralia, Italy and many more countries. 

• As of 2017, the average reading and writing SAT scores are from 560-640, while the average math scores are from 

550-640, and the average ACT scores range from 25-29.  

• The university is also an affordable option for Maryland residents with a total cost of 19,360 which includes room 

and board. 

• FSU is also VERY friendly to IB students and awards credit for a 4 or higher on SL and HL exams 

All of these factors make FSU a great small school for those who still want to participate or spectate some sort of ath-

letics. 
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Pennsylvania State University 

The Pennsylvania State University, better known as Penn State, is a large school in the quaint town of State Col-

lege, located in central Pennsylvania. Penn State University (PSU) was founded in 1855, originally intended as a 

school for farmers. The campus is surrounded by low mountains and gives the town its name of ‘Happy Valley.’  

The main campus of Penn State is home to about forty-six thousand students. There are twenty-four satellite 

campuses throughout Pennsylvania for those who do not get into Penn State. PSU offers over one hundred and 

sixty majors, and access to more than two hundred and seventy-five baccalaureate degree programs. Penn State 

is a Division 1 school and is part of the Big Ten Conference; offering thirty-one varsity sports.  

Their mascot is the Nittany lion, and the school colors are navy blue and white. The fraternities and sororities are 

a strong feature of the social life, and strive towards leadership, service, and academic achievement. The most 

popular majors include engineering, business, marketing and management, coming a long way from agricultural 

education.  

Those interested in attending this college must have a 3.59 GPA on a 4.0 scale and SAT scores with 530-630 for 

reading and writing, and 560-670 for math.  

• The average ACT scores are between twenty-five and twenty-nine.  

• Penn State gives credit for AP exams as well as IB exams.  

• The current acceptance rate is 56%, and B+ students ultimately attend the most out of all students.  

Penn State is a well-known school with extensive alumni and school spirit. We are…Penn State! 

 

 


